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ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF DARLING RANGE 
368. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Will the Premier stand with the community of Darling Range and the 
Liberal Party and immediately call upon his federal leader, Bill Shorten, to abandon his negative gearing and 
capital gains policy, or has his government sold out to Mr Shorten? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I can absolutely guarantee that I stand with the people of Darling Range. I am very familiar with the electorate; 
I know where Byford is. Members might note that when the Leader of the Opposition was asked about Byford 
some weeks ago, he said, “I don’t know much about that place. I’m not sure where that is.” We are very committed. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: I guarantee I know more about it than you ever did. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: No; that is what the Leader of the Opposition said. He said, “I don’t know much about 
Byford. I’m not too sure about that place.” We are strongly committed to the people of Darling Range. As we all 
know, we have preselected in Tania Lawrence a high-quality candidate who is a local person from the electorate. 
We have not preselected someone from Bayswater who does not even know where the electorate is! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, I am sure you want to hear the Premier’s answer. I cannot hear it. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We have a strong candidate who is locally connected. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you never learn. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We have a strong candidate who is locally connected, and she can go out there and sell all 
the great achievements of this government, including an improving economy and an economy out of recession; 
the jobs announcement that we made this morning that is preserving hundreds of jobs in Western Australia; the 
fact that we have negotiated better deals with the federal opposition and federal government than the previous 
government could ever have dreamt of; and the fact that we are getting the state back on track after the previous 
government lost the state $40 billion. That is the story that she can tell the people of Darling Range. We are very 
committed to the people of outer suburban Perth. The people in outer suburban Perth, like those in Darling Range, 
deserve decent treatment. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: The Butler high school is a loss. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: What? 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You said that all borrowing was losses; right? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Does the Leader of the Opposition want to get into the $40 billion that he blew the state’s 
debt out to? Okay; he wants to get into that. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, it does not matter. He has the floor. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have the floor. When the Liberal Party arrived in office, it had virtually zero debt and it 
looked at it climb each and every year. The people of Western Australia know that and the people of Darling Range 
know that. That is why we have got the economy coming back to surplus. That is why we have got spending under 
control. Everyone across the state knows it, and they know that the Liberal Party is responsible for the debt and 
deficit situation that was left to this state. 
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